
We are pleased to present the Men of the Year
Gary LaBarbera Sr. President NYC Building Trades Council

Gary LaBarbera Jr. Business Agent Local 282 IBT

ANGEL GUARDIANS 

50 
ANNIVERSARY 

GALA

th

SAVE THE DATE – FRIDAY, JUNE 6, 2025

Y O U ’ R E  I N V I T E D 
T O  H E L P  C E L E B R AT E

at their

Featuring LIVE Music by

DISCO UNLIMITED 
www.discounlimitedband.com

Our mission is to enhance the quality of life 
of young autistic children through a variety 
of recreational and leisure activities which 
promote opportunities to express creativity, 
practice social skills and increase motivation. 
Our primary objective is to provide satisfaction 
and enjoyment while bringing countless 
smiles to their faces. Your monetary gift will 
provide funds that are vital to supporting this 
distinctive and important cause.

Paul Kulik Secretary/Treasurer

Joseph Messana 
President

46th ANNIVERSARY 
of the

Please RSVP by April 22, 2022
Please make your check payable to: AGE

34 E. Main St. #396 • Smithtown, NY 11787

$300 per person  •  $2750 Table of 10

Company Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature ______________________________________________________________________________________

ADDITIONAL GUEST NAMES

1. ________________________________________________  6. ________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________   7. ________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________   8. ________________________________________________

4.________________________________________________  9. ________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________  10. ________________________________________________

FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2022



Cocktail Hour
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

Reception to follow. 
—————— 
Viennese Hour 

Please stay and enjoy 
spectacular desserts!

RUSSO'S ON THE BAYRUSSO'S ON THE BAY

162-45 Cross Bay Boulevard 
Queens, NY 11414
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Please RSVP by May 23, 2025
This is a highly anticipated event and tickets are limited. 

So, please secure your table at your earliest convenience. 
We look forward to seeing you on June 6th.

Thank you for your continued support! 
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FRIDAY 
MAY 13, 2022

6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Cocktail Hour 
Reception Following

HONORING

HUMANITARIAN AWARD 

HONORING 
THOMAS CANTY, President, Blue Cross Blue Shield

HUMANITARIAN AWARD 
VICTOR LaGRECA, President, Eastern States Joint Board 

and Amalgamated Local 298 AFL-CIO

LEONARD’S PALAZZO 
 555 NORTHERN BLVD. • GREAT NECK, NY 11021

VICTOR LaGRECA
President 

Eastern States Joint Board 
and Amalgamated Local 298 AFL-CIO

In November, 1965, during the Viet Nam conflict, I volunteered to join the 
Marine Corps and, after boot camp at Paris Island, I was selected to attend 
Combat Engineer School. Upon graduation, I was sent to the Far East and 
served as a Combat Engineer until my discharge in November of 1967.

In November of 1968 I joined the New York City Police Department. My 
career with the NYPD began in the 40th Precinct, located in the South 
Bronx, which in the late sixties had the highest crime rate in the country.

As a plain-clothes Anti-Crime Officer, I was involved in over 400 felony 
arrests and received many departmental recognitions for making sound 
decisions and using good judgment in life-threatening situations and 
emergencies.

In 1977 I was promoted to the rank of Sergeant. As such, I served as a 
Supervisor in several elite units of the New York City Police Department. 
I was a team leader in the Street Crime Unit for three years and then 
was selected to head a Narcotics Team in the organized control bureau – 
Narcotics Division.

I retired in 1986 at the rank of Lieutenant and was one of the highest 
decorated officers in the history of the Department, having 54 medals 
including the second highest award given by the department – the 
Combat Cross.

After retirement, I became a Union Representative for Local 298 of the 
AFL-CIO. After serving approximately two years, I was elected President 
by the membership. Currently, I am serving as President of Local 298 and 
as of October of 2015, President of the Eastern States Joint Board. 

Eastern States Joint Board consists of six Local Unions with a 
membership of approximately 10,000 members. Its rapid growth over the 
last three years was largely due to the men and women that I am proud to 
represent and work side by side with.

MR. THOMAS H. CANTY
Vice President & GM

Labor, Government, and Special Accounts
Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield

Tom joined Empire in January of 2001 as Vice President of Labor, 
Government and Key Accounts.  Tom is currently Vice President and 
General Manager of Labor, Government, and Special Accounts in 
New York.  His group covers over 2.3 million members.  Prior to joining 
Empire Tom held the position of Vice President of Sales & Marketing 
at HIP.  While at HIP, Mr. Canty also worked in the area of Workers 
Compensation.

Prior to his tenure at HIP Tom was the Executive Director of the New 
York State Workers Compensation Board.  While serving at the Board 
Tom’s first position was Director of Operations.

Before joining the Workers Compensation Board, Tom served as 
an Administrative Law Judge with the New York State Employment 
Relations Board.  Tom was also Executive Director of that Board prior 
to serving as an Administrative Law Judge.  Before serving in State 
Government, Tom practiced with the law firm of Colloran, O’Hara 
and Mills, where his focus was representing unions.  Prior to that Tom 
worked for the New York State AFL-CIO where he was the Assistant 
Director of Legislative Research.

Tom earned a B.A. from Brooklyn College, and a J.D. from Western 
Michigan University; Thomas M. Cooley School of Law, in Lansing, 
Michigan. Tom is a Brooklyn native. Tom was the captain of Brooklyn 
College’s only championship football team in 1975.  Tom is admitted to 
practice in both the state and federal courts.  

Tom is married to Frances Kelly Canty.  Fran is a nurse, she received 
her Masters degree in Nursing from NYU.  They have three adult 
children, Caroline, Brian and Brendan.  Caroline is married to Ryan 
Bell and resides in Hoboken.  Brian is married to Caroline Cahill Canty 
and resides in San Francisco.  Brendan also resides in Hoboken.

Event Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20,000
Dinner Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20,000 

Dinner Co-Sponsor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,000

Cocktail Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,000
Photography Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,000
Journal Sponsor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,000
Invitation Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,000 

Invitation Co-Sponsor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000

Viennese Hour Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,000
Flower Sponsor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,000
Santa’s Gifts for the Kids Sponsor. . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,000
Coat Check Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,000

Sponsorship Opportunities

Please submit Journal Ads to: angelguardian1@optonline.net

Call 631-382-4973 for any additional information 

Journal Advertisement
BACK COVER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2,000
INSIDE SPREAD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3,500
INSIDE COVER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2,000
GOLD PAGE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $500
SILVER PAGE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $400
FULL WHITE PAGE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $300
HALF PAGE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $200
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